BRANDLING PRIMARY SCHOOL

JANUARY NEWSLETTER

2007 has got off to a good start. The majority of children have returned after the holidays with a very positive attitude and an eagerness to learn. A number of visits have already taken place this term and more are planned. Most of KS2 have had a very successful few days at Heworth CLC working on the ICT curriculum and will be receiving certificates.  Generally we receive a great deal of praise for the positive behaviour of the children when they go on visits and this is a source of pride for the school. 

Website

A reminder that the school website is up and running and there is an opportunity for you to make comments about the content. www.brandlingprimary.org  A copy of this newsletter will be put on the website.

Activemark

Due to the hard work of the staff and the range of activities offered to children the school has been given an ACTIVEMARK award by the dfes. It is awarded to schools for exceptional delivery of the National School Sport Strategy

School Photographs

I have booked the school photographer for Thursday 15th February.  Parents with pre school children will be taken first at 9 am. If you require any special photographs e.g. Brothers and sisters you must let me know. I am sorry but I cannot allow children from Secondary schools to take time off to be photographed so please do not cause embarrassment by bringing older children into school on that day. 

Fit Kids Club

Unfortunately due to lack of interest this club will no longer continue on a Tuesday before school. One child attended the first week it ran and two the second week.

Activities for parents

If any parents want the school to organise any adult classes in school time please let me know. These could range from slimming, keep fit, craft,

 D.I Y etc. If there is enough interest from parents and the community I will investigate further. Please let me know.

Attendance and lateness

At this time of the year there is a lot of sickness however the attendance figures for Brandling are very poor and the LEA are concerned that we may not meet the targets set. We must be notified about the reason for absence by telephone on the day of absence, or in writing when a child returns to school, in order for absences to be categorised as authorised or unauthorised. If holidays are taken in school time a holiday form must be completed and returned to school prior to the holiday. 

Can I remind parents that all children should be in their lines at 8.55am when the bell rings. More and more children are drifting in between 9am and 9.15am and missing the first part of the lesson. I know a number of these children have been sent to school in plenty of time but get waylaid. All latecomers must report to the office. The side doors will be locked at 9.05am for security reasons.

Books

Can parents remind children to bring reading books and library books back to school. Our stocks are being depleted due to the number of lost books. I do ask for a contribution of £2 for the replacement of any lost books. Books should be carried in book bags. New book bags can be purchased from the office at a cost of £3.

Comics / Magazines  recycling

Comics are loved by children of all ages and are a great reading resource. If you have any comics at home that children have finished with could you please send them into school and we will find a use for them. 

I have a number of women’s magazines, which are available if any adults would like them. These can be obtained from the office from Monday.

Swimming 

If you have any swimming trunks/costumes that you no longer need and are suitable for KS2 children could you please send them into school as we are running out of spares for our forget-me-nots.

Homework

Homework is an important part of your child’s education. In order for it to be effective we ask for your help in ensuring your child completes it and returns it to school by the date given when the homework is set. We expect the same standard of presentation and handwriting that is required in school and would appreciate your support in trying to achieve this. Please take an interest in the homework but please do not do it for your child. Children should be practicing x tables and doing some reading every night.

Dates for your diary

Thursday 15th Feb.
Photographer in school.

19th – 23rd February
Half term holiday
Wed.14th March
Dance Festival  details to follow

Fri 30th March Easter Service Christchurch

Thurs 3rd May
School closed for local election

