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BRANDLING PRIMARY SCHOOL

NOVEMBER 2006 NEWSLETTER

CHRISTMAS CARDS

All orders for the children’s Christmas cards must be in with the money by Friday 10th November at the latest.

BEAUTIFUL GATESHEAD 

Brandling was awarded third place in the schools category of the Beautiful Gateshead Competition. The school received a certificate and a voucher for plants. All credit must go to Miss Hopkins and the children who work hard to create a fantastic resource for the school.

SILVER CULTURAL AMBASSADOR AWARD

The LEA has a Cultural Ambassador Network to which all schools send representatives to meetings and training events linked to the Arts. I am delighted to say that we have been awarded a Silver Cultural Ambassador Award in recognition of our commitment to creating cultural opportunities for our school community.

LIFT OFF FESTIVAL

The school hosted two Theatre companies during October and invited children from other schools in the area to join us. This enabled our children have a wonderful experience at no cost to parents or the school. KS1 children also visited Carr Hill Primary to see a performance by an Italian Theatre Company. Again there was no cost to the school and Carr Hill even paid for the transport. Our thanks to them.

POLICIES
The staff and Governors are at present updating many of the school policies. These updated policies will be put on the school website in the next few weeks. Parent’s comments are welcome. Do not forget, if you do not have your own computer you can access a PC at any library or at school by appointment.

HYGIENE/HEADLICE

Children in school will be reminded of personal hygiene during lessons. The School nurse will be in school later this term to talk to all pupils. Body odour and headlice is not only offensive to everyone around but is something that can cause great upset to children if other tactless children mention something to them. Staff also find it very embarrassing if they have to talk to parents directly, which they sometimes have to do. 

BREAKFAST CLUB

Volunteers are needed to help run the Breakfast Club. It starts at 8am and finishes when school starts. If anyone can help please contact Mrs Mitford or Mrs Huggins. CRB clearance will be required for any volunteers.  

HEALTHY MEALS

Everyone should have received a copy of the new school meals healthy menu for this term. The Government are asking me to remind everyone that there are now nutritional standards, which apply to school dinners and packed lunches. If your child brings a packed lunch to school could you ensure it is a well-balanced meal and does not contain sweets or too many crisps and biscuits. Fizzy pop is also unacceptable. All packed lunches should be brought to school in an appropriate container and not in a plastic carrier bag.

FUND RAISING

Thank you to all of you who helped raise £496.35 for school funds. It has been decided that the money will be used towards payment for all children to go to the pantomime this year. This is becoming an expensive visit at an expensive time of the year and staff were reluctant to cancel the annual outing and disappoint the children who all look forward to it. 

The Christmas raffle tickets will soon be on sale and once again we have some great prizes on offer. Donations of bottles, toiletries or unwanted new gift type items will 

be very welcome.

PE/Swimming

I am concerned at the number of children who are not bringing PE kit or swimming kit to school. Children must change for PE. A red or white T shirt and dark shorts for indoors. In the winter children are allowed to wear jogging bottoms for outdoor PE, not their school trousers.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Friday 17th November 
The school will be closed for one day for staff training.

Wednesday 13th December
School Concert 1.30pm and 6pm

Thursday 14th December
Christmas Dinner

Thursday 14th December
Treehouse visit to Fenwick’s window

Friday 15th December
am
Ash/Elm visit to Fenwick’s window (to be confirmed)

Friday 15th December
pm
Panto visit (to be confirmed)

Monday 18th December
Y4/5 party

Tuesday 19th December
Y6 party

Tuesday 19th December
Children to sing at community centre

Wednesday 20th December
Treehouse/Y1/2 party

Thursday 21st December 
Y3/4 party

Friday 22nd December

 2pm Carol Service Christ Church

These dates will be confirmed nearer the time 

MM/Nov’06

