BRANDLING PRIMARY SCHOOL

SEPTEMBER 2006 NEWS LETTER

Welcome back to the new term and welcome to Miss Georgeson, a teacher in KS2 and Mr Hardwick our caretaker.  I hope everyone had a great summer holiday. I first want to quash any rumours you may have heard.  I have not retired and have no intention of doing so for a very long time. I remain dedicated to ensuring Brandling remains a school that is happy, well organised and offers first class teaching and great opportunities for your children.

I am pleased to say that the school survived the holidays with very little damage or vandalism thanks to vigilant neighbours, community police and Mr Hardwick who has done a fantastic job in getting the school ready for the new term. 

Open evening

You will have received an invitation to meet your child’s teacher. Just in case the letter didn’t get to you here are the dates;

Monday 11th September
3.15pm 
Y3/4 Sycamore

Tuesday 12th September
3.15pm
Y4/5 Beech

Wednesday 13th September
3.15pm
Y1 Ash Y2 Elm

Thursday 14th September
2pm

Rec. Acorns

Tuesday 26th September
3.15pm
Y6 Oak

This is an ideal opportunity for you to meet the teacher and find out about what is happening in the classroom this term.

School dinners/Packed lunches

No doubt you have heard all the recommendations and directives about healthy meals in school, expressed by the government in the press in the past weeks. The meals in school are very healthy and remain very good value for money. Children are given a good choice to eat and have water or fruit juice with the meal. Meals should be ordered and paid for on the first day of each school week.

We have also been asked to ensure that all packed lunches are healthy, well balanced and nutritious. It should not contain sweets or pop. Can packed lunches be sent to school in a lunch box and not loose in a carrier bag.

Lunchtime Supervisory Assistants

If anyone is interested in joining our team of lunchtime supervisory assistants please contact me. It is only an hour a day but it could be that little extra pocket money you need for those little extras. This is not a permanent job but casual replacements when staff are absent.

Uniform

The children look fantastic in their new uniforms! There are still a few parents who ordered uniform who have not picked it up. If this is not picked up by Monday 11th September it will go back into stock to be sold. We do have a limited number of jumpers and coats in various sizes in stock if you forgot to order. Please call at the office.  The next order will go in after Christmas.

Can I remind those parents who are paying by instalments to ensure they make regular weekly payments. Thank you.

PE

Children should all change into shorts and T-shirt for PE. No football strips are allowed. All children were given a PE bag in which to keep their kit as the cloakrooms and classrooms are not large enough to house large bags. If your child has lost his/her bag replacements can be purchased from the office for £3. Can I remind parents that no jewellery at all can be worn for PE or swimming.

Reading Books

Can all parents/carers ensure that children carry their reading books to and from school in the book bag that was provided. If your child has lost the book bag or it has worn out, replacements can be purchased from the office for £3.

Regular reading at home is very important so please encourage your child by listening to them read each evening.

Breakfast club

Breakfast club is up and running and is as popular as ever. Breakfast club will be open every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday morning from 8am. The cost is 50p per child per session.  Will parents please ensure they book places on a Monday morning so we can plan food and activities for the correct number of children. Places will be limited to 25 children.

Snack club

All children in the Nursery are entitled to free fruit and milk paid for by the government however this does not extend to the rest of the school. We would like every child in school to have fruit and milk daily if they want it as this is proving to be beneficial to concentration and learning. We have managed to secure milk and fruit from the suppliers at a reasonable cost and school is willing to pay for the fruit but we will have to charge £1 per week for the milk. We will need to know the numbers every half term in advance. Please look out for the order form and make sure you return it immediately.

Contact Forms

Please ensure that when you receive this form for completion that all the details are correct and up to date. An emergency number is vital. Please ensure that you give us a telephone contact number that we can use in case of an emergency. 

Absences/Attendance

Please remember to let school know if your child is ill. You can telephone the office Tel. 4334079 or send a note in when your child returns to school.

If your child arrives late to school could you ensure that he/she reports to the office to ensure they are registered and booked in for lunch. 

Inhalers

Can you ensure that if your child uses an inhaler or takes regularly prescribed medication that you have seen Mrs Ashpool and completed the medical consent form before sending it into school. If you need any advice please contact Mrs Mitford.

Headlice

It would be nice to think that we can start the term headlice free. Please check your child’s hair regularly. If you need a comb I do have some in school at a cost of 20p.

M Mitford

Headteacher

