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Introduction

Collective Worship has been a requirement of county and other schools since passing of the 1944 Education Act.  The Education Reform Act of 1988 re-affirmed the need for daily acts of worship in schools.

This document establishes the policy of the head teacher and governors of Brandling Primary School in both the educational and practical aspects of the organisation of collective worship.

It is clearly the intention that statutory requirements will be met in the school’s collective worship.  In some instances in this document, legal aspects will be addressed specifically.  In other cases in order to avoid the pointless repetition of what is legally required, it is assumed that statutory compliance is understood.

Although in common educational parlance the terms ‘collective worship’ and ‘assembly’ are used interchangeably, they are not the same thing.  An assembly is a gathering together in some grouping which may have as one of its purposes, or its only purpose, the practice of collective worship.

For the present purpose it is assumed that collective worship is the gathering of the whole school or smaller groups which together comprise the whole school in an act which can develop a sense of awe and reverence for God and which also develops positive attitudes and values which the school esteems.

It is the policy of Brandling Primary School that under normal circumstances all pupils present in the school will participate daily in an act of collective worship unless withdrawn by parental request.

Aims of Collective Worship at Brandling Primary School

Clearly legal requirements must as far as possible be met.  Additionally, the following outcomes are sought through collective worship at Brandling Primary School.

· The delivery of collective worship will be at once a spiritual and an educational experience.

· Collective worship will draw upon the whole curriculum of the school.

· Collective worship will be a major vehicle for the delivery of spiritual, moral, cultural and social education.

· Collective worship will reflect the ethos of the school and will be instrumental in reinforcing its corporate values.

· Collective worship will be of a broadly Christian character though material from other faiths may be used as may secular material.

· Though of a broadly Christian nature, collective worship will be entirely non-denominational.

(    Because of the changing population in Brandling, respect for other religions will be           encouraged.

Right of Teachers to Withdraw from Collective Worship

In accordance with legal requirements teachers, or the head teacher, may, where their own religious persuasion or practice conflicts with that of the school’s collective worship, make their position known to the head teacher and withdraw from such gatherings.  Attendance at secular assemblies or parts of assemblies is still a requirement.

Right of Parents to Withdraw Children from Collective Worship

In accordance with legal requirements, parents may exercise their right to withdraw their children from collective worship. A pupil may not make such a decision.

Where parent(s) do seek to withdraw children from acts of collective worship, every effort will be made to ensure that those concerned understand fully the nature of the school worship in order that their decision is an informed one.

As the school has continuing responsibility for the health and safety of pupils withdrawn from collective worship supervision will be arranged as necessary.

Delivery of Collective Worship

The extreme difficulty of delivering collective worship of meaningful content to an audience ranging in age from four to eleven years, of widely differing abilities and interests and from very different backgrounds is recognised.  In order that those difficulties are minimised the following approaches will be adopted.

· The attractive idea of bringing the whole school together will be limited to twice a week.  At other times, groupings will be at Key Stage levels or smaller.

· In order to create an appropriate atmosphere assemblies will be referred to as ‘quiet times’.

· A wider variety of approach and material will be used.

· Timings will be varied.

· All members of staff will, to a degree, participate in the leading of collective worship.

· Visiting speakers will regularly be invited to lead worship and will be made aware of the contents of this policy document.

· Radio broadcasts specific to Key Stage will be used.

· The participation of children will be encouraged.

A current timetable and scheme of delivery of collective worship is included as appendix 1.

Pupils entering the hall or other room used as a venue should conduct themselves with decorum that does not preclude vigorous participation at appropriate moments.

Prayer

It is recognised that prayer is a central feature of the Christian faith, in developing a relationship with God.

Children will be made aware of the common conventions of prayer (the placing together of hands, kneeling, bowing of heads, closing of eyes) at times during their education and not only during assemblies.  Deliverers of assemblies should consider the means by which prayers, when used, are introduced and whether it is appropriate to instruct children to adopt any of the above conventions.

The school has adopted a ‘School Prayer’, appendix 2.

Music in Assemblies

It is recognised that throughout the ages music has played a part, in many cases a major part, in worship.  This association will be pursued.

Music will be incorporated into assemblies as part of the collective worship in the form of hymns and songs in which pupils will participate (usually), or to which they will listen (occasionally).

It is recognised that Christian belief can be reflected in song as well as in hymns.

Hymns and songs may be sung accompanied or unaccompanied by piano, tape recorder and visitors.

It is the school’s policy that a wide range of hymns and songs should be available for use.

Equal Opportunities

Collective Worship and assemblies in general are seen as providing ideal opportunities for appropriate delivery of moral education where the iniquity of discrimination upon grounds of sex, ability, colour, race or creed can be addressed.

Complaints Procedure

A parent, if not satisfied that arrangements for collective worship comply with legal requirements, should make representation to the head teacher.  If a satisfactory resolution is not made, then they make representation to the school’s governing body.  Should there still be no resolution, representation may then be made to the LEA.

This policy has been reviewed in accordance with the new Gateshead policy and guidelines for Collective Worship (Feb 2003).

APPENDIX 1

TIMETABLE AND SCHEME OF DELIVERY OF COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

DAY

PUPILS
DELIVERY


VENUE
TIMES

Monday

KS2

Headteacher


Hall

9.15am



KS1

Headteacher


Hall

2.10pm

Tuesday

KS1

Rotation of staff


Hall

9.05 – 9.25am



KS2

Rotation of staff


Hall

10.25 – 10.35am

Wednesday
KS2

Class Teacher


Classroom
9.05 - 9.30am



KS1

Class Teacher


Classroom
9.05 - 9.30am

Thursday
KS2

Rotation of staff


Hall

9.05am



KS1

Rotation of staff


Hall/Classroom
2.10pm

Friday

KS1/2

Visitors/Headteacher

Hall

3.00 – 3.30pm

APPENDIX 2

THE SCHOOL PRAYER

This is our school,

Let peace live here.

Let the rooms be full of happiness.

Let love be all around,

Love of one another,

Love of all people,

And love of life and living.

Let us remember

That as many hands build a house,

So many hearts build a school.

